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Agr i - cu l ture Summer Campus
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Location
Roquebrun (Hérault) : http://www.ot-caroux.fr/en/roquebrun.html

100 km S-W of Montpellier http://www.ot-caroux.fr/en/
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Training objectives

Aims : Short  -but intensive- professional training about linguistic and professional challenges in rural 

/agricultural development in the Mediterranean South of France

Targetted Public : Students registered in the Agri-culture Summer Campus at  SupAgro. Students to continue 

with post graduate education in agriculture at Montpellier SupAgro or in equivalent trainings at partner Institutes 

in France.

Practical Objectives : Initiate students to analysing local farming systems from a triple point of view:

Sophie JEAN

06 69 05 56 14

sophie@vieuxchai.com

1. Cultural capacities: Assess the diversity of local livelihoods through the local history, the local 

stakeholders, the crops, animal breeds, natural resources and the environment, 

2. Agricultural development  and capacities to characterise local farming systems:  Outstanding 

experience « on the field » with interviews of local professionals and farm visits, manipulation of 

concepts of agricultural practises, cropping systems, farming systems, livelihood systems, agrarian 

system, intensive and extensive, value chain, yield, productivity, factors efficiency, quality 

management, initiation to the CAP mechanisms and CAP tools offered at the farm level.

3. French language capacities :  According to the initial language level, exercise concepts mostly used 

in agricultural development and agricultural sciences;

Summer campus Agri-cultures – Montpellier SupAgro 2018
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Accommodation: Campotel at 

Roquebrun (offered by the course)

Guesthouse for 5 people :  Kitchen, 

shower room, room with cupboard, 

Terrasse

Lunches: Participants will generally have 

to prepare their picnic for the day trips. 

Dinners : Upon personal organisation by 

the students (at their costs)

Cooking facilities available at guesthouse

or several restaurants or foodshops in the 

village

Wifi and internet access available

Accommodation

Summer campus Agri-cultures – Montpellier SupAgro 2017

Small shop in Roquebrun, Restaurants, Market

Welcome basket in each guesthouse :

Instant coffee, milk, sugar, oil, vinegar, salt

Noodles, rice, potatoes, cans (tuna, lenses...)
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Map of Roquebrun village

Sophie JEAN
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3 PM : Departure from SupAgro Sudents

Residence

Welcome to the Campotel

5.00-6.00pm: Install in the guesthouses, 

Visit of the site 

6.00 pm : Introduction to the objectives of 

the Agricultural week and organisation

Didier Pillot & Sophie Jean

7.00 pm:  Welcoming words from the 

Deputy Mayor

7.30pm: Barbecue with guests from

different agricultural backgrounds 

Saturday July 21st
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9.00-9.30 am: Welcoming breakfast

9.30-12.30 am: Why farmers do what they do?

Introduction to system approach in agriculture (Didier)

12.30-1.30 pm: Picnic offered by SupAgro

1.30-3.00 pm: Preparation of the farming system survey 

guide - Group work

3.00-4.15 pm:  Introduction to the farm internships & 

indications about the farms location and activities 

(Sophie)

4.30 – 6.30 pm :

Group French A2 : Language course (“Environment and 

Ecosystems” (Sophie)

Group French C1 and  more : Farm survey guide  (cont’d)

Sunday July 22nd
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8.30-10.00 am:        

- Group French A2 : language course (“Environment and 

Ecosystems” (Sophie)

- Group French C1 and  more : Systems concepts (Didier,  in 

French)

10.30-12.00 am:  Environment and Ecosystems in the 

Mediterranean : guided visit of the Mediterranean Garden, 

Roquebrun

12:00 – 2.00 pm : Picnic on the river side 

2.30  to 6.00 pm: Discovering the Mediterranean Valley 

ecosystems :  Canoe Session on the Orb river!

Take your bottle of water, sunglasses (with strings!), swimming 

suit, cap or hat, water shoes

On the way back from the canoe arrival point, we shall stop at a 

large supermarket so that you can  do your shopping for the rest 

of the week...

Monday July 23th
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8.00-9.00am: Preparation of the morning visit (by 

groups)

10.00-12.00 : Fruits and vegetables farming

Visit Farm 1 « Les jardins d’Elodie » and 

interview

12.30-1.30 pm: Picnic

2.00– 4.00 pm: Debriefing of the visit.

Preparation of the visit Farm 2 (by groups)

4.30-6.30 pm
- Group French A2 : language course (“Environment 

and Ecosystems” (Sophie)

- Group French C1 and  more : Identification of 

cropping systems  in the case of farm 1 -

Caracterisation

Tuesday  July 24th
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Departure:     9.00 am (with good shoes 

for trekking)

10.00-12.00 am: Visit Farm 2 :  Sheep 

husbandry and  milk production farm -

Murat (Tarn) – Interviews on  livestock 

systems + forage cropping systems

12.30-2.00 pm: Picnic in Douch, visiting 

the village

-2.00-4.00 pm : 

- Debriefing of the Farm 2 visit, 

- Introduction to the Granite Mountains 

Ecosystem

4.30-9.00 pm: Trek on the Caroux : 
Observation natural environments & ecosystems 

(substratum, soils, climate, water, wildlife & flora) 

& organization of the landscape

Wednesday July 25th
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9.00-12.00am:  Visit Farm 3 :  Domaine du Vieux Chai, 

Ceps - Sophie JEAN

- Vineyard (10ha) + olive grove

- Traditional olive trees

- Traditional cellar wine & old varieties of grapes

12.00-1.30pm:  Picnic on the riverside

2.00- 3.30 pm: Debriefing Farm 3

4.30- 6.30 pm : Farming System Survey guide

- Elaboration of the survey guide - Group work

- Feed back from the groups and general discussion

Thursday July 26th
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9.00 pm: Village festival at Roquebrun - Departure to your internship place on Saturday morning

9.00 - 10.30 am:  Survey guide : 

Farming systems descriptors for the survey : 
synthesis and wrap-up (Didier)

11.00- 12.30 pm :

- Group French A2 : language course (“Livestock, 

cattle and cheese” (Sophie)

- Group French C1 and  more : Identification of 

livestock systems  in the case of farm 2, and 

perenial cropping systems in case of Farm3  -

Caracterisation

12.45-2.00 pm: Lunch

2.00-3.30 pm:  Principles/history of the EU’s 

Common Agricultural Policy and its impact on 

the farming systems (Didier)

3.30-5.00 pm: Last overview on the 

internships (Sophie)

5.30-6.30 pm:  Back to the guest houses -
Cleaning and, packing up!

7.00 pm: Farewell  Dinner

!

Friday July 27th


